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Opening Allegations

After settling the appeals presented, each of the procedural parties continued to
present opening allegations. The accusing party highlighted that sexual violence
forms part of the continuum of violence against women, in the patriarchal system
so present in Guatemalan society.

To support and prove the facts, experts and scientific reports, witnesses’
testimonies, and documentary evidence will be presented. “This case will set a
precedent at the national and international level, because in a national court crimes of
international significance will be judged, such as sexual violence, and sexual and domestic
slavery”, the accusing women argued, while the Esteelmer Reyes defense refused
to present opening allegations.

Male witness points out the accused
Three witness gave their testimony in this first hearing of public and oral debate.
One of the witnesses, Rogelio Gtiitz, clearly pointed out the two accused as

responsible for the grave violations of the victims’ human rights, while he

exhibited his scars produced by the torture he was submitted to.
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At 4:30 p.m. judge Jazmin Barrios closed the hearing, calling on
parties to continue the process the next day, February 2ndat 8:30 a
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